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• Leading Article 

• A Thousand Issues! Who says more? 
 

Leading Article 
 

This special issue is number 1000 of the periodical edited by the French 
Steroscopic Club, an association for stereoscopy (or 3D) amateurs. 

How stereoscopy works is quite simple: each eye forwards to the brain an image 
that slightly differs from the one sent by its neighbour. From these two images the 
brain provides a vision in 3 dimensions. The aim of stereoscopy is to produce two 
images (drawings or camera pictures), fixed or animated, mimicking or rendering 
two slightly different viewpoints, each of which to be presented to a different eye. 

Stereoscopy relies on various techniques, processes and hardware. It started to 
develop at the same time as photography, in the middle of the 19th century. At the 
beginning, it was restricted to inventors and professional photographers. Then the 
technical evolution enabled amateurs to produce their own stereoscopic or 3D 
images. Glass plates then films could receive in advance a photosensible coating and 
be used with widespread cameras. But this does not mean that all technical 
problems had been solved. 

Naturally stereoscopists felt the need to meet and to share practices and 
productions. This is how the "Stéréo club" was founded in 1903, about ten years 
after the British Stereoscopic Society. The first issue of the periodical, at that time 
named "Le bulletin", was published in March 1904. The name changed to "Images en 
relief" (Stereoscopic Images, 3D 

Pictures) then to "Lettre" (Newsletter). Trimonthly at the start, it was shorty 
published every month, with already 10 issues in 1904. It took two world-wars to 
interrupt its publication in 1915 then from 1940 to 1946. 

This 1000th issue is an attempt to browse through the 999 bulletins or letters of 
the past 114 years. For this reason, most pages are facsimiles of old pages: technical 
articles, reports on the Club activities, old ads and, most of all, "stereograms" or 
stereoscopic image couples. The selected texts aim at recalling how the bulletin was 
able to reflect the activities and topics which the made the Club or its members' life. 
They are articulated around the technical breakthroughs to which our colleagues and 
ourselves were confronted in order to fulfil our passion for stereoscopy. 

The stereograms are formatted according to our current editorial standard, that 
is in parallel vision.  Some are able to see them directly. Others have to use a (small) 
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stereoscope, like the cardboard "Loreo", which we can provide with this special issue 
The Club server stores a large proportion of the base articles since the beginning and 
a complete version of all bulletins and letters since the turn of the century. They 
were all indexed for our members to access them. 

In addition to the newsletter the Club web site www.stereo-club.fr includes 
sections with technical documents, tutorials, image galleries and a data base for 
archiving stereoscopic images, from stereoscopic cards and glass plates since the end 
of the 19th century to analogue images. These images can be displayed using various 
options which the viewer may choose.  

The ongoing technical evolution since the foundation of the Stéréo-Club leads us 
to stay alert. After the digital revolution with stereo-3D TV and movie pictures one 
enters a new age for virtual or augmented reality, which are based on 3D modelling. 
With "auto stereoscopic screens" Stéréo-3D is possible without glasses on 
smartphones or tablets, and, may be soon for a lager public, on larger screens. 

The specifics of the stereoscopic vision and the scarcity of the available tools, 
devices or products for a large public is the driving force for stereoscopist 
aficionados to meet and to share. As Benjamin Lihou wrote in his first editorial: 
"some will tell us: stereoscopy was there before you came in. True, (but) we felt 
useful to regroup its aficionados. Everyone knows the benefits of mutualisation*. A 
joint effort will lead to greater results than dispersion" 

François Lagarde 
(*) Benjamin Lihou was a key actor of mutualism in France. 
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A Thousand Issues! Who says more? 
 
For a daily newspaper, it is easy to reach 1000 issues: in three years, it's done. 

For a weekly periodical, it is a lot longer: nearly 20 years. And for a monthly 
publication it is more than 83 years! Published since 1904 (under a different title) 
the monthly newsletter of the French Stereoscopic Club if issued on a regular basis, 
that is monthly apart from July and August, would have reached number 1000 in a 
century. Nevertheless, 113 years later, despite numerous adverse circumstances 
(including two world wars) it may be proud to be part of a very exclusive club of 
publications that are still alive after issue # 1000. 
 
The "1000" Club (in France or elsewhere) 

 • Revue des Deux Mondes, likely the oldest European periodical, was founded 
in 1829 to provide a world platform for French ideas. Among the contributors, 
illustrious writers like Alexandre Dumas, Balzac, Baudelaire, George Sand, and 
lately... a certain Penelope Fillon! Issues do not bear a number, 1900 looks like a fair 
estimate for the total number so far. 

• National Geographic, the magazine of the National Geographic Society, 
reached this month its # 1683. Assuming 12 issues were published each year since 
1888, # 1000 was likely reached in1960. Please take note that the French edition 
started in 1999 and reached only # 211. 

• Founded in 1885 Le Chasseur Français (hunting, fishing, do-it-yourself and... 
matrimonial ads) is also published 12 times a year. Number 1000 was published in 
1980. This month issue is # 1442. 

• Founded in 1913 under the title La Science et la Vie a periodical popularising 
science publishes this month its number 1195. Its number 1000 is dated January 1st, 
2001! 

• Sapeurs-Pompiers de France, the monthly newspaper (11 issues per year) of 
the National Firemen's Federation, in France, founded in 1915, celebrated its 
thousandth issue in April 2008 and publishes its issue # 1099 this month. 

• L’Officiel de la couture et de la mode de Paris is addressing upper class women 
25 to 50 years old. With 10 issues a year since 1921, it publishes this month its # 
1013 issue. 

Of course, this list is far from complete. Attentive readers may give us more 
names. 

 

SCF_Monthly_Newsletter_issue_1000.pdf#presentation
SCF_Monthly_Newsletter_issue_1000.pdf#extended_table
/stereo/index.php


 
Presentation Extended table of content Main web site 

 

Back to head 

One Thousand, a Symbolic Number 

It is the number of years Adam should have lived if he had not sinned (what a 
fool!). One thousand is a marker for the loss of accuracy when counting, in a way 
leading to infinity. We say in French: earning 1000s & 100s, suffering a thousand 
deaths, enjoying a 1000 leaves (a special cake), visiting the Thousand Islands, or 
being like a thousand legs (centipede). One, two even ten more will not make a 
difference! 

This idea of "countless number" is also found in the titles of various works. In 
movies: Die 1000 Augen des Dr Mabuse (Fritz Lang 1960), which French translation 
as The Devilish Dr Mabuse was much less evocative. Or to come back to our 
common passion: the long-expected movie by Luc Besson Valerian and the City of a 
Thousand Planets, from a comic book by Pierre Christin and Jean-Claude Mézières, 
to be seen in theatres from July... in 3D! 

One can read in Wikipedia that counting from 1 to 1000 at the rate of a number 
per second would take 16 minutes and 40 seconds. An even more stupid count I 
made: to read all of the thousand issues of the newsletter, at the rate of 2 minutes 
per page, each issue averaging 20 pages, it would take... 27 days, 18 hours and 40 
seconds. 

Anyway, let's celebrate together the increase of the number of digits from 3 to 4 
of our beloved newsletter. Wishing to meet again for the next increase, to 5 digits - it 
should be in April 2917 - for issue # 10 000. Who said April fool's day is passed? 

Alain Talma 
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